.strontian is heated in contact with muriatic acid gas, the gas is absorbed, and the earthy salt formed becomes red hot. There can be ?little doubt that this evolution of heat is owing to the condensation of the gas. It is true that in the present case the agency of oxygen is ?not excluded; for if we adopt the opinion of Davy respecting the composition of muriatic acid, it is obvious that in the present case a double decomposition takes place. The chlorine of the muriatic acid unites with the metallic basis of the barytes, and forms barytane, while the hydrogen of the muriatic acid combines with the oxygen of the barytes, and forms water; but if we consider that both muriatic acid and barytes are products of combustion, it will be obvious that the presence of the oxygen alone cannot account for the light -and heat evolved, 3x2
